STATE OF M CH GAN
BEFORE THE M CHI GAN PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of
CONSUMERS ENERGY COVPANY for a

Certificate of Public Convenience Case No. U 12430
and Necessity to Render Natural Gas
Service in Martin Townshi p, PREHEARI NG CONFERENCE

Al | egan County, M chigan
/

Proceedi ngs had in the above-entitled
matter before Barbara Stunp, J.D., Admnistrative Law
Judge, at the M chigan Public Service Conm ssion,
6545 Mercantile Way, Lansing, M chigan on Wednesday, July
5, 2000, at 9:00 A M

APPEARANCES:
RAYMOND E. McQUI LLAN, J.D. (P24100)
Consuner s Ener gy Conpany
212 West M chi gan Avenue, M 1082
Jackson, M chigan 49201
Appearing on behalf of Consuners Energy Conpany
W LLI AM DERENGOSKI, J. D. (P34242)
Assi stant Attorney General
6545 Mercantile Way, Suite 15
Lansi ng, M chigan 48910
Appearing on behalf of the Comm ssion Staff
HONI GVAN M LLER SCHWARTZ & COHN
By RICHARD J. AARON, J.D. (P35605)
222 North Washi ngton Square, Suite 400
Lansi ng, M chigan 48933
Appearing on behalf of the Mchigan Gas Utilities

(248) 353-9595 MERRI LL & ASSOCI ATES, INC.(517) 887-1708
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Lansi ng, M chi gan
Wednesday, July 5, 2000
9:00 A M

(The hearing was conmenced pursuant to the
notice.)

JUDGE STUWP: Al right. W wll go on
the record in the matter of the application of Consuners
Energy Conpany for a certificate of public conveni ence and
necessity to render natural gas service in Martin
Townshi p, Allegan County, M chigan, Case No. U 12430.

Coul d I have the appearances, please.

MR, McQUI LLAN:  Your Honor, | am Raynond
McQuil I an on behal f of Consunmers Energy Conpany.

JUDGE STUMP: Thank you.

MR. AARON. Richard J. Aaron of Honi gman
MIller Schwartz & Cohn appearing on behalf of M chigan Gas
Utilities.

MR. DERENGOSKI :  Assistant Attorney
General WIliam W Derengoski for the staff.

JUDGE STUMP: All right. Thank you.

First of all, I don't have the docket file, but have the
appropriate affidavits of publication been filed?

MR. McQUI LLAN:  Your Honor, we were not

obliged to publish in this matter. W are obliged to send
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copies to the appropriate parties.

| have submtted a proof of service. |
think it was filed with the Conm ssion on May 30t h.
That's an extra copy. | have given one to staff to
review, as well.

JUDGE STUWP: All right. Thank you.

| assume there are no intervenors.

MR. AARON:  Your Honor, we filed a
petition to participate as a respondent under the rules,
or in the alternative, as an intervenor.

JUDGE STUWP: As a respondent?

MR. AARON:  The Comm ssion Rul es of
Practice and Procedure give the utility incunbent in the
area and serving the right to participate as a respondent.

| think normally we treat them as
intervention, so | don't want to assume anyt hing.

JUDGE STUMP: That's what | thought.
assune there's no objection to that.

MR, McQUI LLAN:  Your Honor, M. Aaron is
correct that under the rules the respondent need not file
a petition to intervene. | have no objection to whatever
we | abel the participation.

MR. DERENGOSKI: No objection fromstaff.

JUDGE STUWP: All right. Then I wll grant

the intervention.
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MR. AARON: Intervention.

JUDGE STUWP: Next | have been presented
Wi th a proposed schedule for this case. | assune that's
how you want to proceed this norning.

MR. McQUI LLAN: The schedule is acceptable
to the applicant.

MR. AARON. The schedule is acceptable to
M3U, your Honor.

MR. DERENGOSKI: It's acceptable to staff,
whi ch proposed it.

JUDGE STUWP: You proposed it. QK

And | see you have a hearing schedul ed for
Sept enber 13t h.

MR. DERENGOSKI: That's correct.

JUDGE STUWP: That's fine with ny
schedule. I'msure there's a roomavailable. That's far
enough ahead of tinme at this point.

So | will just put this on the record.

The conpany will file its testinony on
July 26th. The staff and intervenor will file their
testimony on August 23rd. Rebuttal testinony will be due
Septenber 6th. Cross-exam nation of all parties wll be
Septenber 13th. Briefs wll be due Septenber 27th. Reply
briefs will be due Cctober 6th. Target date for proposal

for decision will be Novenmber 11th. Exceptions will be
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due -- actually, what | prefer to do in ny PFD s is set
the date. Typically, it's nmy understanding it's 14 days
for exceptions.

MR, McQUI LLAN:  That's usual procedure,
your Honor.

JUDGE STUWP: Right. Al right. That
way, if | have it done early, it doesn't give everybody
too long a period of tinme, and then, you know, cranps the
Comm ssion at the end. It gives thema little nore tine.

Sol wll set the date in the PFD

s there anything el se you need to
di scuss?

MR, McQUI LLAN:  Your Honor, typically we
agree to discovery in tw weeks, if that's acceptable.

MR. AARON. That's acceptable to the
conpany.

MR. DERENGOSKI: That's fine with staff.

JUDGE STUMP: Al right. That wll be
fine.

MR. AARON. Mdtions to strike testinony
seven days before the hearing.

MR, McQUILLAN:  Well, their rebuttal
testinony is due seven days fromthe hearing. This wll
not gi ve anybody nuch ti ne.

MR. AARON: | guess it doesn't.
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MR. McQUILLAN. Either the 8th or the
11th, which is a Friday or a Monday. |In Septenber. The
13th is a Wednesday.

Doesn't make any difference to us.

Wat ever you want to do.

MR. AARON: | am hoping we don't get that
far.

Let's nmake it the 11th.

MR, McQUILLAN: That's fine.

JUDGE STUMP: What date is that again?

MR. McQUI LLAN:  Septenber 11th for notions
to strike.

JUDGE STUWP: All right.

MR, McQUI LLAN:  Then such notions to be
argued before the witness testifies.

JUDGE STUWP: R ght.

Al right. |Is there anything further?

MR. McQUI LLAN:  Not hing further from
applicant, your Honor.

MR. AARON:. Nothing fromthe conpany, your
Honor .

MR. DERENGOSKI: Nothing fromstaff.

JUDGE STUMP: All right. Thank you.

(At 9:05 AM, an adjournnent was taken

until Wednesday, Septenber 13, 2000, at 9:00 A M)
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C ERTI F I CATE

I, Allan J. Strong (CSR-2197), do hereby
certify that | reported in stenotypy the foregoing
proceedings had in the within-entitled matter, being Case
No. U 12430, before Barbara Stunp, J.D., Admnistrative
Law Judge, at the Mercantile Building, Lansing, M chigan,
on Wednesday, July 5, 2000; and that the foregoing
transcript constitutes a full, true, and correct

transcript of my said stenotype notes.

Dated: July 10, 2000
JEAS. 059

AJShs

(248) 353-9595 MERRI LL & ASSOCI ATES, INC. (517) 887-1708



