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3

4
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6 permanent license to provide basic     )    
local exchange service.                )    

7 ______________________________________ )

8 VOLUME 1

9           Proceedings held in the above-entitled matter
before Mark D. Eyster, Administrative Law Judge, at the
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Lansing, Michigan on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 at 9:00 a.m.

11
APPEARANCES:

12
On behalf of Southwest Michigan Communications, Inc.:

13      Mr. Michael C. Rampe (P58189)
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1 Lansing, Michigan

2 Tuesday, May 9, 2006

3 At approximately 9:00 a.m.

4 - - -

5           JUDGE EYSTER:  We're on the record in Case No.

6 U-14804.  This is an application by Southwest Michigan

7 Communications, Inc. to provide basic local exchange service

8 for -- well, I'm not going to go through the entire

9 territory.  This hearing is being held in front of

10 Administrative Law Judge, Mark D. Eyster.  Today is the date

11 and time set for an evidentiary hearing and today's date is

12 May 9th.  Could I have the appearances of counsel please.

13           MR. RAMPE:  Good morning, your Honor, Michael Rampe

14 of Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone on behalf of the

15 Applicant, Southwest Michigan Communications, Inc.

16           MR. MCCLEAR:  Good morning, your Honor, Thomas E.

17 McClear, on behalf of the Staff of the Michigan Public

18 Service Commission.

19           JUDGE EYSTER:  Mr. Rampe.

20           MR. RAMPE:  Thank you, your Honor.  Well, I thought

21 I would start first by addressing the issue of notice.  On

22 April 17th of 2006 the Commission's Executive Secretary

23 directed the company to issue notice of it's application and

24 notice of today's hearing and to state in the notice that

25 today's hearing would be taking place, and then to
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1 interventions, if any, would be due on May 5th.  On April 21,

2 2006 the company issued a Notice of Hearing to all Michigan

3 counties, the Michigan Attorney General and all registered

4 telecommunication providers and filed proof of service with

5 the Commission on May 4th.

6           JUDGE EYSTER:  Mr. McClear, any concerns about the

7 service?

8           MR. MCCLEAR:  No, your Honor.  Staff was provided a

9 copy and has examined it.  We have no concerns.

10           JUDGE EYSTER:  Mr. Rampe?

11           MR. RAMPE:  Okay, your Honor.  I have with me this

12 morning the Affidavit of Joe Snyder, who is the General

13 Manager of the Applicant, along with Mr. Snyder's prefiled

14 testimony and exhibits.  Mr. Snyder's Affidavit attests that

15 if he were here today you would be sponsoring into the record

16 his testimony and his exhibits as they were prefiled, with

17 the only change being that Exhibit JS-2, which has been

18 marked now Exhibit A-2 is being sponsored as it was filed in

19 it's revised form on April 4th.  Just to clarify, Exhibit A-2

20 was revised and filed on April 4th in order to add a page

21 four to that exhibit.  As filed originally the exhibit

22 consisted of three pages, but after some discussions with

23 Staff we revised the exhibit to add a fourth page. 

24           I am requesting this morning that pursuant to Mr.

25 Snyder's Affidavit that the testimony be bound into the
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1 record and that the exhibits as they have been marked by the

2 court reporter be admitted into evidence.  The Applicant is

3 requesting confidential treatment of Exhibit A-2. 

4           For the record, I would just state that just to

5 clarify what the exhibits are, what was prefiled as Exhibit

6 JS-2 has been marked by the court reporter as Exhibit A.  Let

7 me start over again.  What was filed as Exhibit JS-1 and

8 marked by the court reporter as Exhibit A-1 is the company's

9 Articles of Incorporation.  What was filed as confidential

10 Exhibit JS-2 is marked as Exhibit A-2, consisting of the

11 Applicant's financial information.  What was filed as Exhibit

12 JS-3 and marked now as Exhibit A-3 contains biographical

13 information of key employees of the company.  And finally,

14 prefiled Exhibit JS-4 has been marked as Exhibit A-4 and

15 consists of the company's small and minority own business

16 participation plan.

17           JUDGE EYSTER:  Any objections to the motion Mr.

18 McClear?

19           MR. MCCLEAR:  None, your Honor.

20           JUDGE EYSTER:  The prefiled testimony will be bound

21 into the record. 

22 ---
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1           JUDGE EYSTER:  The Proposed Exhibits A-1 through

2 A-4 will be admitted into evidence and A-2 will be treated as

3 confidential. 

4           Anything else, Mr. Rampe?

5           MR. RAMPE:  No.  I would offer on behalf of the

6 company to stipulate to a waiver of Section 81.

7           MR. MCCLEAR:  We would so waive, your Honor.

8           JUDGE EYSTER:  The parties have stipulated to a

9 Section of 81.  Anything else?

10           MR. RAMPE:  I would only add your Honor that I did

11 not receive any Notice of Intervention and I does not appear

12 that anybody is here to intervention.

13      `    JUDGE EYSTER:  It does not appear that way.  Mr.

14 McClear, anything else.

15           MR. MCCLEAR:  Nothing, your Honor.

16           JUDGE EYSTER:  We're off the record.  Thank you

17 very much.
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1 C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3 STATE OF MICHIGAN)

4 COUNTY OF INGHAM )

5

6           I certify that this transcript, consisting of 14

7 pages, is a complete, true and correct transcript of the

8 proceedings and testimony taken in this case on May 9, 2006.
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